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© Data processing system with cryptographic facility. 

© A cryptographic facility for a data processing 
system uses objects referred to as context types to 
specify attributes such as, for example, intended 
algorithm, intended use, key size, and default key. 
The facility provides a number of context types 
which can be used to create new context instances 
when required. An object referred to as a context 
type factory creates context types appropriate to a 
required level of protection. 
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Background to the Invention 

This invention relates to the provision of cryp- 
tographic facilities in a data processing system. 

In order to be of wide use, a cryptographic 
facility should be designed so that it can support a 
range of different cryptographic algorithms. How- 
ever, the users of such a facility do not normally 
wish to be concerned with details of the underlying 
cryptographic algorithms used by the facility, and 
most would not even wish to be concerned with the 
choice of cryptographic keys. 

The object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a cryptographic facility which allows users to 
interface with the facility in an algorithm - indepen- 
dent manner. This permits application programs to 
be designed independently of the algorithms, and 
also allows algorithms to be modified without af- 
fecting the application programs. 

Summary of the Invention 

According to the invention, there is provided a 
data processing system comprising a plurality of 
client units, and a cryptographic services facility for 
providing cryptographic services to the client units, 
wherein the cryptographic services facility com- 
prises: 

a) means for storing a plurality of context types, 
each of which specifies attributes for performing 
a particular class of cryptographic operation, 

b) means for creating a context instance as an 
instance of a specified context type, in response 
to a request from a client, and returning an 
identifier for this context instance to the client, 
and, 

c) means for performing cryptographic oper- 
ations in response to a request from a client 
using a context instance specified by the client. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

Figure 1 is a schematic block diagram of a 
system in accordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is a flow chart illustrating the operation 
of the system in creating a context instance. 

Figure 3 is a flow chart illustrating the operation 
of the system in creating a context type. 

Description of an Embodiment of the Invention 

One embodiment of the invention will now be 
described by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

The present system is implemented using a 
technique known as object oriented design, using 
the C programming language. For further details of 
object oriented design reference is made to 



"Object-Oriented Analysis", P Coad & E Yourdan, 
Prentice Hall (1991), and "Object-Oriented Design", 
P Coad & E Yourdan, Prentice Hall, 1991. 

Conventional design methods are based on the 

5 use of. functional decomposition, where large prob- 
lems are broken into smaller ones by concentrating 
on dividing the major steps which appear in the 
flow of control. The main limitation of designs pro- 
duced by such methods is that they are not par- 

70 ticularly good at coping with change, which often 
accounts for the majority of a software system's 
life. 

The main distinction between Object-Oriented 
Design (OOD) and conventional design is that it is 
75 object-oriented and not process-oriented. 

Central to OOD is the concept of an 'object*. 
An object embodies an abstraction of information 
which is meaningful to its clients. It has the follow- 
ing properties: 
20 a) An object has attributes specifying all the 
(usually static) properties and the current 
(usually dynamic) values of each of these prop- 
erties. 

b) An object has behaviour defined by the 
25 'services' it provides to its clients (other objects 

or programs). 

The terms 'operator' or 'method' are some- 
times used instead of 'service'. Clients do not 
generally directly access the data in an object; they 
30 send 'messages' to the object requesting services 
to be carried out to access or manipulate the actual 
data in the object. The term 'request' is sometimes 
used instead of 'message'. A service may be clas- 
sified as: 

35 Modifier - alters the state of an object; 

Selector - accesses the state of an object 

without modifying it; 
Iterator - permits the parts of an object 

to be visited; 

40 Constructor - creates an object initialising its 
state; 

Destructor - destroys the object freeing its 
state. 

!n this way, objects provide information-hiding 
45 by data encapsulation. By avoiding direct client 
access to the data, a system can guarantee certain 
integrity constraints of the object. It is also possible 
to change the object implementation without affect- 
ing the clients, unless there is a change in the 
so nature of the services provided. 

c) An object has identity and is denoted by a 
name. To make a request, a client identifies the 
object which is to perform the service and 
names the request. Requests may take argu- 

55 ments (including references to other objects) 
and the service may return one or more results. 

d) An object is an instance of some class. A 
class contains a common structure and a com- 
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mon behaviour applicable to all instances of the 
class. Classes can be derived from other 
classes (inheritance). 

Referring to Figure 1, the data processing sys- 
tem includes a number of clients 10 (only one 
shown) which require to use cryptographic facilities 
to protect data. The clients 10 are application pro- 
grams which perform a particular function in the 
system. The structure of these application pro- 
grams forms no part of the present invention, and 
so will not be described herein. 

The system also comprises a cryptographic 
support facility (CSF) 12, which includes a cryp- 
tographic facility (CF) 14, and a key management 
facility (KMF) 16. 

The key management facility (KMF) 16 is a 
software component which provides c ryptographic 
kev generation and deletion facilitie s. These facili- 
ties can be used either by the clients or by the CF. 
The KMF is also responsible for m anaging a kev 
st ore which stores Innq-term ksyp 

The CF 14 is a software component which 
provides cryptographic services for the client 10, in 
response to calls from the clients. As will be de- 
scribed, the CF provides a standard interface to the 
clients, making cryptographic services available in 
a consistent manner, such that the client need not 
have knowledge of the underlying mechanism used 
to achieve these services. 

In this example, the services provided by the 
CF are: 

- data encipherment 

- data decipherment 

- one-way encipherment of data 

- creation of cryptographic contexts 

- deletion of cryptographic contexts 

The CF has access to a context type store 18 
which holds a number of objects referred to as 
cryptographic context typf^ Each of these context 
types contains a number of attributes as follows. 

Id entifier: an identifier for \he context t ype. 

Intended algorithm: the id entity of a crypt o- 
graphic algor ithm 

Intended use: the intended functionality of the al- 
gorithm (i.e. confidentiality, or one-way encipher- 
ment). 

Al gorithm mode : the mode of operation of the 
algorithm (e.g. cipher block chaining). 

Kev size : the size of the key required by the 
intended algorithm. 

Default key: a default key which can be used 
with the intendecr algorithm. 

Default JV; a default i nitialisation vecto r format 
which can be used for initialising the algorithm. 

Strength of protection; the sensitivity level of 
data that can be protected by the algorithm (e.g. 
secret, confidential). 

Other parameters: other optional parameters 



for the algorithm. 

The CF also has access to a c ontext instan ce* 
store 20 which contains a number of objects re- 
ferred to as context instances. As will be described 

s below, a context instance can be created from a 
context type by selecting a particular key and 
(optionally) a particular initialisation vector for that 
context instance. Thus, it can be seen that a con- 
text type effectively acts as a generator for creating 

70 context instances. 

The cryptographic support facility also includes 
an object referred to herein as a context type 
factory 22. This provides a service to the system 
administrator 24, to allow the administrator to cre- 

75 ate new context types when required. 

The cryptographic support facility also includes 
an algorithm list 26 which contains references to all 
the cryptographic algorithms supported by the sys- 
tem. 

20 Each algorithm is encapsulated by means of an 

algorithm object 28 which contains the following 
attributes: 

KeySize: the size of key value normally required, 
or the minimum and maximum sizes if a range is 
25 supported. 

KeyFormat: specifies any formatting required 
of key values: none, odd parity on octets or even 
parity on octets. 

IvSize: the size of the IV value normally re- 
30 quired, or the minimum and maximum sizes if a 
range is supported. 

Generator: the type of key generator that can 
be used for this algorithm: generic or specialised. 
CryptoType: whether the algorithm is symmet- 
35 ric or asymmetric. 

Configlnfo: information about how the algorithm 
can be configured to provide different qualities of 
service. A quality of service (QOS) comprises a 
particular functionality (ie confidentiality or one-way 
40 encipherment) and a particular strength of protec- 
tion. For each quality of service that can be sup- 
ported, the following is held:- 
Mode: the mode of operation; 
KeyReqd: whether a key is required and, if so, its 
45 size for the standard configuration if KeySize in- 
dicates a range; 

IvReqd: whether an IV is required and, if so, its 
size for the standard configuration if IvSize in- 
dicates a range; 
so OtherParams: a sequence of octets containing oth- 
er algorithm-specific parameters required for the 
standard configuration; 

ParamForm: the format of parameters if a non- 
standard configuration can be supported. This in- 
55 eludes: 

* the range in key size (a subrange of 
KeySize). 
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* the range in IV size (a subrange of IvSize). 
" for each 'other' parameter: the type of param- 
eter, its length (in octets) and its range of 
possible values. 
Each algorithm object also contains the follow- 
ing services: 

Config Details: 

- locates the entry in Configlnfo for the speci- 
fied quality of service and mode or key size, 
if specified. 

- if KeyReqd true and Key Size is not a range, 
return the value of KeySize. Otherwise return 
the value of KeyReqd. 

- if IvReqd is true and IvSize is not a range, 
return the value of IvSize. Otherwise return 
the value IvReqd. 

- Return the values of the remaining field of the 
entry. 

SupportedQos: 

- checks Congiflnfo to see if the specified qual- 
ity of service and mode or key size, if speci- 
fied, can be supported. 

- returns the result of the check. 

A client can make a number of function calls to 
the CF, including CreateContext, DeleteContext, 
Encrypt, Decrypt and One-Way Function, as will 
now be described. 

Create Context (Figure 2) 

(2-1) This call requests the CF to create a 
context instance for use by the client. The call 
includes as parameters: the quality of service 
(QOS) required by the client and an indication of 
the initialisation vector (IV) to be used in creat- 
ing the context instance. 

(2-2) When the CF receives this call, it searches 
the context type store to find a context type 
appropriate to the quality of service specified in 
the call. If no suitable context type is found, an 
error return is made. 

(2-3) The CF then checks whether the algorithm 
requires a key. 

(2-4) If the algorithm requires a key, then the CF 
selects or generate a suitable key, or uses a 
default value if one is supplied in the context 
type. 

If an IV is required by the algorithm, but no IV 
has been supplied by the client, then the CF will 
generate an appropriate value, or use a default 
value if one is supplied in the context type. 

(2-5) The CF then uses the context type to 
generate a context instance and places it in the 
context instance store. 



(2-6) Finally, the CF returns a context identifier 
to the client, indicating the identity of the newly 
created context instance. 

A client may establish any number of context 
5 instances at a time. Each instance is given a 
unique identifier to allow the client to refer to it 
again in subsequent operations. 

A context instance is available only to the client 
that creates it, and cannot be shared. Hence, if two 
io clients wish to establish a cryptographic channel to 
allow them to communicate with each other, they 
must both create identical or compatible context 
instances. 

75 Delete Context 



This call requests the CF to delete or release a 
previously created context instance. The call con- 
tains a parameter specifying the identity of the 
20 context instance. 

A context instance can be deleted only by the 
client that created it. Any keys or initialisation vec- 
tors associated with the context instance will also 
be deleted. 

25 

Encrypt 

This call requests the CF to encipher specified 
data, using a specified context instance. The call 
30 contains as parameters: the identity of the contex t 
i nstance to be used; a^pnintfir to the data j obe_ 
e nciphere d; and an indication of the length of the 
data. 

In response to this call, the CF accesses the 
35 specified context instance to obtain the identity of 
the algorithm, the key, the initialisation vector and 
the mode of operation of the algorithm to be used 
in enciphering the data. 

The CF checks that the intended use of the 
40 identified context instance is for confidentiality. As- 
suming that this check is satisfactory, the CF then 
enciphers the data, and places the enciphered data 
in an allocated buffer area. Finally, the CF returns 
to the client a pointer to this buffer area, and an 
45 indication of the length of the enciphered data. 

It should be noted that the actual algorithm 
used is transparent to the client. 

Decrypt • 

50 

This call requests the CF to decipher specified 
encrypted data, using a specified context instance. 
The call contains as parameters: the identifier of 
the context instance to be used; a pointer to the 
55 data to be deciphered; an indication of the length 
of the data. 

In response to this call, the CF accesses the 
specified context instance to obtain the identity of 
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the algorithm, the key, the initialisation vector and 
the mode of operation of the algorithm to be used 
in deciphering the data. 

The CF checks that the intended use of the 
identified context instance is for confidentiality. As- 
suming this check is satisfactory, the CF deciphers 
the data and places the decrypted data in an 
allocated buffer area. Finally, the CF returns to the 
client a pointer to this buffer area, and an indication 
of the length of the decrypted data. 

It should be noted that the actual algorithm 
used is transparent to the client. 

One-Way Function 



This call requests the CF to perform a one-way 
encipherment of specified data, using a specified 
context instance. It uses a one-way function to 
transform the data in such a way that it is computa- 
tionally infeasible to invert the function. 

The call contains as parameters: the identifier 
of the context instance to be used; a pointer to the 
data to be enciphered; and the length of the data. 

In response to this call the CF accesses the 
specified context instance to obtain the identity of 
the algorithm. The CF checks that the intended use 
of the context is for one-way encipherment. Assum- 
ing this is satisfactory, the CF applies the algorithm 
to the data and places the enciphered data in an 
allocated buffer area. Finally, the CF returns to the 
client a pointer to this buffer area. 

Again, the actual algorithm is transparent to the 
client. 

Context Type Factory 

The operation of the context type Factory 22 
will now be described with reference to Figure 3. 
As already mentioned, the context type factory 
provides a service to enable the system admin- 
istrator 24 to create new context types. 

(3-1) When it is required to create a new context 
type, the system administrator makes a Create 
Context Type call to the correct type factory. 
The call includes as parameters the required 
quality of service QOS (ie level of strength and 
the intended functionality) of the context type. 
Optionally, the call may also specify a particular 
cryptographic mechanism (ie algorithm and 
mode or key size). 

(3-2) The context type factory first checks 
whether a particular mechanism (algorithm and 
mode or key size) has been specified. 
(3-3) If a mechanism has been specified, a call 
is made to the supported algorithm list 26 to 
locate the specified algorithm. A check is made 
to ensure that the algorithm can support the 
required quality of service, using the Supported- 
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Qos service of the algorithm. 
(3-4) If no mechanism was specified, the context 
type factory calls the supported algorithm list 26 
to search for an algorithm capable of supporting 

5 the required quality of service. If no such al- 
gorithm can be located, an error return is made. 
(3-5) Assuming that a suitable algorithm has 
been found at step 3-3 or step 3-4, the context 
type factory then uses the ConfigDetails service 

io of the algorithm to locate the entry in the Con- 
fig Info attribute of the algorithm for the specified 
quality of service (and mode or key size if 
specified). 

(3-6) The context type factory then creates a 

75 context type and adds it to the context type 
store. The intended use and strength of protec- 
tion attributes of the context type are set to the 
values specified by the QOS parameter in the 
Create Context Type call. The intended algo- 

20 rithm attribute of the context type is set to the 
identity of the located algorithm object. The 
mode, key size, default IV formats and other 
parameters attributes of the context types are 
set to values obtained from the Configlnfo at- 

25 tribute of the located algorithm object. The de- 
fault key option attribute of the context type is 
set as specified by the administrator or, if none 
was specified, a default key option is generated. 
(3-7) Finally, the context type factory returns the 

30 identity of the newly created context type to the 
system administrator. 

Summary 

35 In conclusion, it can be seen that the system 

described above provides a number of predefined 
context types for the creation of context instances. 
Each context instance contains all the information 
required to perform cryptographic services to be 

40 made available to clients in a manner such that the 
client need not have any knowledge of the particu- 
lar characteristics of the underlying cryptographic 
algorithms, and need not have knowledge of the 
values of the cryptographic keys. It also ensures 

45 that algorithms and keys are used in a controlled 
manner, in accordance with the security policy of 
the system. Moreover, it ensures that appropriate 
levels of protection are applied to data of different 
sensitivity levels. 

50 

Claims 

1. A data processing system comprising a plural- 
ity of client units (10), and a cryptographic 
55 services facility (12) for providing cryptograph- 

ic services to the client units, wherein the 
cryptographic services facility comprises: 
a) means (18) for storing a plurality of con- 
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text types, each of which specifies attributes 
for performing a particular class of cryp- 
tographic operation, 

b) means for creating a context instance as 

an instance of a specified context type, in 5 
response to a request from a client, and 
returning an identifier for this context in- 
stance to the client, and, 

c) means for performing cryptographic op- 
erations in response to a request from a 10 
client using a context instance specified by 

the client. 

2. A system according to Claim 1 wherein each 
context type contains at least a reference to a 75 
particular cryptographic algorithm. 

3. A system according to Claim 1 or 2 wherein 
the cryptographic services facility checks 
whether the context instance specified by the 20 
client is suitable for the particular cryptograph- 
ic operation requested by the client 

4. A system according to any preceding claim 
wherein the means for creating a context in- 25 
stance inserts a specified cryptographic key 
value and, optionally, a selected initialisation 
value in the context instance. 

5. A system according to any preceding claim 30 
wherein the cryptographic services facility 
comprises: 

a) means (28) for storing a plurality of al- 
gorithm objects, each having configuration 
information associated with it for each of a 35 
plurality of different levels of protection, and 

b) context type creation means (22) respon- 
sive to a request specifying a particular 
level of protection, for locating an algorithm 
object capable of providing the required lev- 40 
el of protection and creating a context type 
specifying that algorithm and the configura- 
tion information associated with that algo- 
rithm for the required level of protection. 
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Fig. 2. 
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